




























Project Title: 

Contesting Claims, Conflicting Interests: The Marathas, Siddi of Janjira and the European 

Merchant Warriors in the Konkan Littoral (1659-1759) 

Report of the Work Done 

Objective of the Project: 

1. To study the manifestation of maritime sovereignty and related claims in the Konkan 

waters based on the perception of the sea of the Europeans as well as the native 

political entities. 

2. To examine the conflict of interests, viz. political, economic, geographical or strategic, 

of the various polities in the Konkan littoral during the proposed period. 

3. Analyzing the geopolitical interactions between various polities of the Konkan and 

assess the role of European Companies in the local conflicts. 

4. To find out, in what ways did technological disparity influence the outcome of the 

conflict and cooperation on the Konkan littoral. 

5. To briefly outline the main elements of the naval warfare with special reference to the 

Maratha navy. 

 

Summary of the Findings: (Executive Summary: 500 words) 

The arrival of the Europeans in the Indian Ocean region established direct contact between 

Western Europe and maritime Asia, ushering in periods of commercial, cultural, artistic, and 

technological exchange. While in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the main focus of 

the Europeans largely remained on trade and monopolies, in later years, their interactions and 

activities became more varied and encompassed a range of issues within the overall domain 



of maritime history. The Europeans violently competed with each other and with native 

merchants for trade monopoly. They coerced native shipping on the strength of their navies, 

backed by their claim of sovereignty over the sea, which gave rise to contested claims over 

the sea and its usage in the Indian surroundings. The present study has examined the 

following: 

(i) Contestations: Causes and manifestations; Maratha tactical ingenuity in Euro-Maratha 

naval contests 

(ii) Collaborations: Aspects of diplomacy; role of the Europeans in local conflicts 

The study establishes that the urge for trade control, command of the sea, and navigation 

were the most fundamental causes of the contestations. While intra-European conflict was 

mostly for trading settlements and monopolization of commodities, Euro-Indian contestations 

arose primarily because of purported European sovereign claims over the sea articulated 

through their navies and navigational passes. The Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb resorted to 

military means to control the aggressive activities of the Europeans. In 1690, his admiral, the 

Siddi of Janjira, successfully carried out a naval blockade of Bombay, the headquarters of the 

English EIC. Aurangzeb subsequently directed the European Trading Companies to ensure 

the security of the sea route and the ships on the Surat-Mecca route. On the other hand, 

Shivaji had developed a sea-going flotilla to project Maratha power in the Konkan littoral. 

Shivaji also fortified the Maratha coast and a couple of offshore rocks. Furthermore, like the 

Europeans, Shivaji started issuing navigational passes and made it compulsory for all to 

purchase them. 

The study also reveals that diplomatic manoeuvres played a crucial part in maritime 

interactions alongside naval conflicts. Trade and profit remained the primary concern of the 



Europeans. Therefore, they would send envoys and emissaries to native courts to obtain 

favourable terms and other trade privileges. At times, they collaborated with their allies 

against their adversaries. The study further divulges that on many occasions, the Europeans 

would take up the role of arbiters in local conflicts. A peaceful coast and hinterland 

facilitated trade and commerce. On the other hand, the study also finds that during the reign 

of Shivaji, the Maratha navy refrained from engaging in any severe or long-drawn conflict 

with the Europeans. Shivaji’s navy mostly acted as a deterrent and was also used as a tool 

to gain political or economic gains vis-à-vis the Europeans. During the eighteenth century, 

however, under the command of Maratha Admiral Kanhoji Angre, the Maratha navy 

started giving offence to the Europeans and seriously challenged them in the Konkan 

waters. The study ends with a general appreciation of the naval strategy and tactics used by 

the Marathas to come to grips with their opponents. 

 

Publication of Results:   
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Other impact and achievements: 

Invited Lectures:  

Two (02) Invited Lectures delivered at the Centre for French and Francophone Studies, 

Jawaharlal University, New Delhi, on 16.02.2017. 

1. French Sources on Indian History 

2. French-Maratha Interactions (1670-1760) 

Participation in Seminars and Paper Presentation: 

1. Paper entitled ‘Sovereignty and the Sea: A Note on the Contested Claims of the 

Marathas, Mughals and the Europeans on the Konkan Littoral (1650-1750)’, presented at 

the Oxford Naval History Conference 2017 on “Economic Warfare and the Sea (1650-

1950)” held at All Souls College, Oxford from 13-15th July 2017. 



2. Paper titled ‘Battle for Khanderi-Underi: An Episode in the History of the Maratha Navy 

(1679-80)’ presented at 78th Session of the Indian History Congress at Jadavpur 

University, Kolkata, from 28-30 Dec, 2017. 

Memberships of Academic/Professional Bodies:  

The comprehensive nature of this project adds to its interdisciplinary relevance. It is a 

detailed study of the Konkan littoral and its geomorphology. It also considered the 

formulation of strategy and tactics used during the naval engagements concerning the 

location of the coastal forts and the pattern of tidal waters. Moreover, the role of technology 

(military and shipbuilding), influencing the outcome of such conflicts, was also critically 

analyzed. Realizing the need for more collaborations and an interdisciplinary approach to the 

Project Work, the Principal Investigator reached out to other institutions and departments. In 

July 2016, the PI, on his own, visited the NHO (National Hydrographic Office) located at 

Dehradun (Uttrakhand). The NHO is a government body and is the nodal agency for 

hydrographic surveys and nautical charting. The PI’s visit to NHO has been quite fruitful as 

he could interact with the cartographers and get to understand more about the hydrographic 

features of the Konkan coast. The PI also acquired life membership in academic bodies like 

(a) The Indian History Congress and (b) The Indian National Cartographic Association 

(INCA) in the year 2016. The PI was nominated as an Executive Committee Member of the 

INCA in 2017. 

Contribution to the society:  

Though this study restricts itself to the geopolitics of the Konkan littoral, it has also explored 

and enriched our international understanding of the area in the period under review. While 

exploring the impact of the European arrival in the Indian Ocean world and the Arabian Sea 



upon the political economy of the Afro-Asian systems, it was seen that the political 

authorities in the Konkan littoral emulated the way the Europeans projected and implemented 

the concept of maritime sovereignty. Apart from studying the salient features of the Maratha 

navy, the diplomatic manoeuvres for the control of the Konkan, which saw the forging of 

alliances (of convenience) involving the European powers and the local rulers, have also 

been delineated. 

 


